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There were som e excellent  responses in this year ’s exam inat ion, and the 

problem s with t im e-m anagem ent  ident ified in last  year’s report  were not  evident  

in this year’s paper. Cent res are to be congratulated in guiding candidates 

towards an approach which gives m ore t im e to answering the high tar iff part  ( c)  

quest ions. 

 

Gen er a l  Com m en t s 

Part  A 

Chronology is an im portant  concept  in the study of History, and it  plays a key 

role in helping us see developm ents and how the ‘story’ of History unfolds. 

Consequent ly, it  was pleasing to see so m any candidates able to score highly by 

placing the five events in the correct  order. 

Part  B 

Candidates dem onst rated a good knowledge of the ident ified events, but  there 

were a num ber who neglected to address the key concept  in the quest ion-  i.e. 

what  the effect  of their chosen event  was on the stated histor ical developm ent . 

Part  C 

Candidates showed a good knowledge of causat ion, though som et im es there 

explanat ion involved given a detailed narrat ive of the causes, rather than 

dem onst rat ing how those causes brought  about  the stated outcom e. 

Part  D 

Generally, this quest ion was well-answered with candidates m aking good use of 

the source and their own knowledge. Som e candidates, however, provided a 

response based on narrat ive, rather than focusing on the m ain concept  

addressed in the quest ion, be that  causat ion, consequence, significance or 

change. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Qu est ion  1  

(a)  Generally well-  answered 

(b)  Generally well answered with the North Germ an Federat ion proving the m ore 

popular of the opt ions.  

(c)  This was well-known, though som e weaker responses concent rated on events 

in the war, rather than the causes of it .  

(d)  Not  all candidates were able to explain com m on reasons for the defeats of 

Denm ark and Aust r ia, but  generally candidates used the source well in 

explaining why Prussia was successful. 

Qu est ion  2  

(a)  Generally well-answered  

(b)  Few difficult ies for candidates with responses split  evenly between the two 

opt ions. 

(c)  Very well answered with candidates able to explain both personal and 

polit ical reasons for Napoleon I I ’s support  for  Germ an unificat ion. 

(d)  A num ber of very st rong answers, though som e candidates tended to provide 

narrat ive on Cavour’s work without  explaining how that  was a change from  the 

exist ing situat ion. 

Qu est ion  3  

(a)  Excellent  answers 

(b)  The vast  m ajority of candidates answered on Bloody Sunday and there were 

som e excellent  responses explaining its im pact  on at t itudes towards the Tsar. 

(c)  Candidates were well-acquainted with the reasons for discontent  at  the 

beginning of the twent ieth century, though som e responses st rayed into the 

events of 1917, which were not  relevant . 

(d)  Very well answered with candidates able to explain how factors such as the 

assassinat ion of his father led Alexander I I I  to adopt  repressive m easures in 

Russia. 

Qu est ion  4  

(a)  Generally well-answered 

(b)  Som e very good answers on the Bat t le for Births, though candidates were 

less secure on I taly’s ent ry into the war. 

(c)  Som e st rong answers with candidates able to provide well-supported 

responses explaining the reasons why support  for Mussolini grew in the 1920s.  

(d)  Candidates generally took the evidence provided in the source and used their 

contextual knowledge to explain how they ensured there was lit t le opposit ion to 

Mussolini. 



Qu est ion  5  

(a)  Generally well-answered, though there was som e confusion about  von 

Schleicher’s chancellorship. 

(b)  St rong answers on both the Locarno Treat ies and the Spartacist  uprising. 

(c)  Candidates were obviously well-prepared for such a quest ion and there were 

som e excellent  responses explain the lack of opposit ion to the Nazis. 

(d)  Generally very well answered, though som e candidates failed to explain how 

the reasons they were giving actually led to increased support  and an increase in 

Nazi seats in the Reichstag. 

Qu est ion  6   

(a)  Generally well-answered 

(b)  Where candidates answered on the Kellogg-Briand Pact  there were som e 

very good responses. Hit ler withdrawing from  the Disarm am ent  Conference was 

less well-known. 

(c)  Although som e candidates gave a narrat ive-based response to this quest ion, 

there were som e very good responses showing the im pact  of the Manchurian 

cr isis on internat ional events. 

(d)  This was very well answered with a significant  num ber of candidates 

explaining how the policy of appeasem ent  was abandoned as Hit ler ’s increasing 

dem ands led Europe to war. 

Qu est ion  7  

(a)  Excellent  answers  

(b)  Good responses with a thorough knowledge shown of the im pact  of both the 

purging of the arm ed forces and the m urder of Kirov. 

(c)  Well-answered with m ost  candidates able to explain how both the Soviet  

Union’s advantages and Germ any’s problem s led to the survival of Stalin’s 

regim e. 

(d)  Very well answered with candidates able to provide significant  contextual 

knowledge to support  the evidence in the source in explaining how the Soviet  

Union becam e a m ajor indust r ial nat ion under Stalin.  

Qu est ion  8  

(a)  Excellent  answers. 

(b)  Som e im pressive answers on both the Bay of Pigs invasion and the U2 

incident . 

(c)  Although som e candidates focused on explaining the events of 1948-49, 

there were m any very good responses explaining why there was a cr isis over 

Berlin in these years. 



(d)  Well answered. Candidates dem onst rated a sound knowledge of the reasons 

why liberalisat ion in Hungary was not  acceptable to the Soviet  Union. 

Qu est ion  9  

(a)  Generally well-answered  

(b)  Very well answered on the Hollywood Ten, but  som e candidates tended to 

explain the effect  of the Watergate affair ,  including the Watergate Tapes, rather 

than the break- in.  

(c)  Som e candidates dem onst rated an im pressive knowledge of the work of the 

wom en’s m ovem ent  in the 1960s, but  not  all responses actually explained why 

the m ovem ent  developed. 

(d)  Som e candidates wrote about  the m ovem ent  for black civil r ights in general 

during this period and neglected the inst ruct ion in the quest ion to explain how 

m ethods changed. Most  answers, however, explained the developm ent  of a 

m ore radical approach in the m ovem ent .  


